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COVENANT TO THE PEOPLE
If you would like help from the Covenant to
the People scheme, please call Gerry Penfold
on (0118) 981 1247.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament is celebrated on most
Saturdays in St Michael’s Church from 5pm
to 5.30pm but not on Saturdays 27th January
and 3rd February 2018.
OFFERTORY COLLECTION
16/17 Dec
£353.16
23/24 Dec
£361.69
30/31 Dec
£257.34

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Entrance Antiphon: All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall sing to
you, shall sing to your name, O Most High!
Response to the Psalm: Hear I am, Lor d! I come to do your will.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! We have found the Messiah—which means
the Christ—grace and truth have come through him. Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon: We have come to know and to believe in the love that God
has for us.
Next Sunday’s Readings: (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B)
Jonah. 3:1-5.10. Corinthians. 7:29-31. Mark 1:14-20.

PEACE SUNDAY
This weekend is a special time of Prayer for Peace in our World, and one Sunday
Mass may be a votive Mass for Peace. This will be celebrated at 9:15am in
Tadley.
The theme this year is: Migrants and refugees—seekers of peace.
Pope Francis calls us to examine our attitudes as Christians towards those fleeing
war and persecution, and who seek sanctuary in other countries, including our
own. It is very easy for us to try to ignore our Christian responsibilities, forgetting that these are often our own Christian brothers and sisters pleading for help
from the fellow Baptised. And even if they are not Christians, Christ still expects
us to help them as fellow human beings. They are our neighbours, and to fail to
love them is to fail to love God.
Do we try to understand why they are fleeing their own countries? Do we sometimes see them only as a threat to our way of life? Do we remember that Jesus,
Mary and Joseph were refugees, fleeing King Herod and finding safety in Egypt.
Do we recognise Christ the refugee in the stranger who truly seeks our protection? Fr Patrick will preach at the Votive Mass.

JOURNEY’S END
2018 is the final year of commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the First
World War (1914-1918). On this Peace Sunday we are called to remember the
shocking waste of war in human lives and economic resources. Our Intercessions
this weekend, provided by Pax-Christi, the Catholic Movement for Peace in England & Wales, includes one calling us to engage in this final year of commemoration, praying for an end to war.

FUNERAL MASS FOR PHILOMENA BOGUE
nd

This will be celebrated on Monday 22 January at 12:30pm
in St Michael’s Church, Tadley. Philomena was a member
of our Parish several years ago, but had to move into care
because of illness. Please keep her family in prayer at this
difficult time.

STELLA BALDERSTON FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF
DEATH
Stella, a lively lady and former GP, regularly attended St Oswald’s
Church although, living in Silchester, she was strictly speaking a
member of the Tadley Area! The First Anniversary of her death occurs on Wednesday 17th January and Margaret, her daughter asks
that she be kept in prayer that day.

CAROLE ELLERY BEGINS HER
JOURNEY TO BAPTISM
Carole has become an active member of our Tadley Community over
the last few months, although she is not Baptised! Her search for
Christ as her Saviour began in the Church of England, and developed
in St Joseph’s Church, Basingstoke, where she came to look towards
becoming a member of the Catholic Faith.
When she spoke to Fr Patrick about this desire, he suggested that she
join one of our Cell Groups and enter into the life of our local church
community. She has become one of our few Welcomers at Tadley,
arriving early for 9:15am Sunday Masses, greeting parishioners and
visitors with Sue Tull. Sue will be her Godparent in the journey to
Baptism at the Easter Vigil on 31st March 2018.
Carole, under the guidance of Helen Warner, will soon take over
some aspects of our Parish finance. So, keep her in prayer.

TIME FOR PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

This begins on Thursday 18th January and concludes on Thursday
25th January, the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul. A Votive
Mass for Christian Unity is permitted on Sunday 21 st January, and
will be celebrated at St Oswald’s Church at 11:15am.
(a)
Churches Together in Burghfield, Sulhamstead and Mortimer Unity Service: The ser vice will take place at St
Mary’s Anglican church, Burghfield village, Sunday 21 st January at 6:30pm.
(b)
Churches Together Around Tadley Unity Service: This Service will take place at St Michael’s Catholic church, Tadley
on Sunday 28th January at 4:00pm.
The theme for these Services is That All May Be Free. The material
has been produced in the Caribbean, where there are 1.4 million
Christians of different ethnic, linguistic and religious traditions, with
a variety of governmental and constitutional arrangements.

CTAT AGM

This takes place at 7:00pm for 7:30pm on Thursday 18 th January at
Tadley Common. All welcome.

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Parish Finance Committee meets on Monday 15th January 2018
at 7:30pm in St Michael’s Parish Room.

A FINE FIRST COMMUNION ENROLMENT
Our Enrolment at 11:15am Mass at St Oswald’s Church last Sunday
went very well, and a number of people have commented to Fr Patrick about it as a joyful event. Thanks have also been expressed for
the fine First Communion Prayer Card prepared by Tony Darroch,
one of our Catechists. The photograph of the shine to Our Lady in
the grounds of St Oswald’s Church has received particular comments
of pleasure. Keep Kara, Khaled, Adam and Oliver in your prayers as
their journey begins. Fr Patrick thanks all who made it a memorable
Sunday, especially Deacon John for ensuring that the Liturgy flowed
well.

NOT AVAILABLE!
Fr Patrick will be taking a Christmas break (belated) from Monday
29th January to Saturday 3rd February, and after the weekend Masses attending The Catholic Rural Conference in Preston the following week. This will be looking, amongst other things, at the impact
upon our farming communities of our decision to leave the European Union. He will be available for Parish matters from Tuesday 13 th
February (Shrove Tuesday).

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

Mrs Winsper has to have a non serious operation on Tuesday 6 th
February, and will not be available for work until Tuesday 13 th
February. The Parish Office will be closed on mid-day 5th February
until 09:30 on 13th February. Please note that Fr Patrick is not available during this time, so please contact Deacons Anthony or John if
a priest needs to be found. We pray that all goes well for Shelley’s
operation.

FLO AND FRIENDS
Come and enjoy a few hours of sharing fun food friendship with a
concert and raffle. Held on Friday 19th January at St Oswald’s
Church Hall between 12:00noon to 2:15pm, cost is £5.00

ADORE—ALTON DAY OF RENEWAL
You are warmly welcome to a mini-retreat day of spiritual refreshment and renewal, focussing on the Charisms or gifts of the Holy
Spirit, at Alton School, Antsey Lane, Alton GU34 2NG, on Saturday 27th January 2018. With a talk by Charles Whitehead on “The
Good News of Jesus Christ” The message of Mission, there is no
need to register in advance, and no charge. For more information
and directions, please see posters or the website:
www.altonrenewal.com.

WHAT IS FORNICATION?
Many priests often wonder if their parishioners know what the
Scriptures are telling us on Sundays. Some of the words are unknown to them.
In our Second Reading this weekend, St Paul is addressing his beloved but chaotic community at Corinth in Greece. Its members are
constantly creating problems for him. In this case, it is their casual
attitude to sex.
The live in a sea port recognised widely as a place of loose morality
between men and women in sexual matters. One member of the
Christian community Paul refuses permission to be part of the
Christian assemblies there because of incest (Sexual relations with
a close relative). Today we should speak of the person being excommunicated. This Paul does to make him recognise the serious
nature of the sin being committed.
Fornication, widely accepted in our modern society, is voluntary
sexual intercourse between a man (sometimes married, sometimes
not) and an unmarried woman. Paul reminds his Corinthians, and
us, that our bodies are destined for Resurrection; that they are precious expressions of God’s love for men and women. Through our
Baptism, filled with God’s Spirit, we are part of Christ’s Body the
Church, called to live His love in our lives.
What is remarkable in Paul’s loving struggle with his Corinthians is
the development of the magnificent exposition on the meaning of
Christ Love in our lives. One of the most outstanding literary reflections in ancient and modern writing emerges.
Grappling with his dysfunctional community, this somewhat dysfunctional Apostle of the Gentiles takes our breath away with his
Spirit-filled understanding of what love in Christ is all about and
how difficult it is for all of us, married or unmarried, to live properly. Read 1 Corinthians, 12:31 to 13:13.
JANUARY’S LUCKY ME WINNER

Harrison Connor of Basingstoke

