
 
NEWSLETTER     

7th SUNDAY OF EASTER & PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 

29th May & 5th June 2022 

 
Covenant to the People 

If you would like help from the Covenant to the 
People scheme, please call Mary Lee on 0118 
9813221 during May or Bill Reilly on 0118 
9813784 during June. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

The Sacrament is celebrated on request at the 
present time in the Parish Room at Tadley.  

Tadley, Kingsclere and Burghfield Common Masses 

Saturday & Sunday 28th & 29th May 

 6:00 pm  Saturday Vigil Mass Tadley 

 9:00 am Sunday Parish Mass Tadley 

 11:00 am Sunday Parish Mass Burghfield Common 

Weekday Mass: 

 Tue 31st  12:00 Funeral Mass Tadley                                    
    Kenneth Evans  

Seventh Sunday of Easter — Year C 

Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to 
you; of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face; hide not your 
face from me, alleluia..  

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is king, most high above all the 
earth. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia,  alleluia!  I will not leave you        
orphans, says the Lord; I will come back to you, and your hearts 
will be full of joy.  Alleluia!   

Communion Antiphon: Father, I pray that they may be one as we 
also are one, alleluia.  

 ——— + ——— 

From the weekend of Pentecost Sunday, the Obligation to attend 
Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation has been reintro-
duced for England and Wales following its suspension during the 
pandemic in 2020-2022.  Unless there is a serious reason not to 
do so, Catholics are obliged to witness publicly to their faith in 
The Risen Lord and to grow in holiness through His Eucharist 
from 4th/5th June Sunday Masses.  Zoom celebrations do not 
fulfil the Obligation. 

Pentecost - Saturday & Sunday 4th & 5th June 

 6:00 pm  Saturday Vigil Mass Tadley 

 9:00 am Sunday Parish Mass Tadley 

 11:00 am Sunday Parish Mass Burghfield Common 
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Pentecost Sunday — Year C 

Entrance Antiphon: The Spirit of the Lord has filled 
the whole world and that which contains all things un-
derstands what is said, alleluia.  

Responsorial Psalm: Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, 
and renew the face of the earth. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!  Come, Holy Spir-
it, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the 
fire of your love.  Alleluia!   

Communion Antiphon: They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke of the marvels of God, alleluia. 

 ——— + ———  

In consideration of others, please wear a face mask.  
Those who wish to be seated in the socially distanced 
area please telephone or email to advise if attending. 

——— + ———  
Mass Attendance on 21st/22nd May 

Tadley 6:00pm: 37  9:00am: 39  Burghfield Common: 23                     

 ——— + ——— 

Second Collection this weekend, 28th/29th May 

Our Second Collection is for the Catholic Communica-
tions Network, as we mark World Communications Day.  

Pope Francis has encouraged us to foster the ability to 
listen – to God, to one another, to the cry of those in 
need and to those from whom we may differ.  

Today’s appeal assists the Church to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with people throughout the world. 
If you would like to give a gift to this collection, you can 
donate here: https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/
campaign/catholic-communications-network  

Over the last few months, the Communications Team of 
our Diocese have been working hard to develop a new 
diocesan website and you can take a look at it here:  
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

——— + ———  

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS 

We welcome in Baptism this weekend, Ciaran Darragh 
James McNulty.   

——— + ———  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - 2nd to 9th JUNE 

From the Jubilee Celebrations until 9th June please 
leave a telephone message on any urgent matter and  
Father Patrick will deal with it as soon as he can.  No 
emails will be addressed during this time.   

Following the Jubilee Celebrations, in which Father   

Patrick will be involved as Joint Moderator of CTAT with 
Rev Richard Harlow, Kathryn and Father will be attempt-
ing to cover outstanding diocesan and parish matters 
which need immediate attention, including diocesan safe-
guarding updating.  Thank you for your understanding. 

WELCOME TO ABBOT PAUL GUNTER, OSB 

Recently, the Douai Abbey community elected Paul Gunter 
as its new Abbot in succession to Abbot Geoffrey Scott, 
whom many of you know. 

Father Gunter has been a monk 
of Douai Abbey since 1985, being 
ordained priest in 1991.  For 
some years he was involved in 
parish ministry, until in 2002 he 
went to Rome to study Liturgy.  
In 2004 he received his Licence 
and a Doctorate in 2006 from 
the Pontifical Institute of Litur-
gy, linked to Sant’Anselmo, which 
I visited several years ago for an 
enjoyable lunch and afternoon 
with a priest friend of our Dio-
cese, also a Liturgist. 

In June 2006, Father Gunter joined the Faculty of the 
Pontifical Institute of Liturgy, teaching courses and sem-
inars on liturgical history, theology and catechesis.  
There followed important Roman liturgical appointments 
and, in February 2012, he became Secretary to the Dept 
for Christian Life and Worship of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales.  I have written to Fa-
ther Paul to congratulate him on his appointment. 

As we welcome him as the new Abbot of Douai, it is good 
to remind ourselves of the important link our parish has 
with the Douai community.  This link is still remembered 
by some of our senior parishioners in Tadley and by our 
Burghfield Common community which became an integral 
part of the Diocese of Portsmouth in 2015. 

Saint Michael’s Church, Tadley, owes its existence to the 
work of Father Michael Young of Douai Abbey, who 
served the area until the Diocese of Portsmouth took 
over responsibility for the church in 1962 when Saint 
Michael’s parish was formed, incorporating the community 
of Kingsclere, previously served from Basingstoke Parish.  
I am told that the church in Tadley is named ’Saint 
Michael’ in his honour, and he was known to travel here on 
his motorbike.  When he went blind, he was able to cele-
brate Mass because he had remembered the words by 
heart, according to older parishioners.  When I was  
Chaplain to the Centre for Learning Disabilities in my 
first parish of Totton, Southampton, a retired Scottish 
priest, also blind, was able to cover their Sunday Mass 
for me, enabling me to celebrate the Parish Masses. 

In welcoming Father Paul, we do not forget Abbot     
Geoffrey Scott, who has served the Abbey community 
for three terms, nearly 24 years.  It was good that he 
was able to preach at our 60th Anniversary Mass for 
Saint Michael’s Church on 29 September 2019. The Lord 
blessed us before the pandemic took hold in March 2020! 
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It was a glorious celebration, both spiritually and social-
ly. 

Abbot Geoffrey I have known for some considerable 
time, and I hope that in his ’retirement’ he will have 
more time for his study of Catholic History.  Over the 
years he has supported the Friends of Reading Abbey, of 
which I am a lifelong member, and I remember his visit 
to my last parish of Buckland and Faringdon to consult 
the Registers of Baptisms and Deaths concerning a 
branch of the Catholic Throckmorton family, about which 
he was writing a detailed study.  Also his kindness in 
showing me around the important Abbey Library with its 
Benedictine documents and books.   

The church at Faringdon (the old Berkshire!) is dedicat-
ed to the last Abbot of Reading, Blessed Hugh Cooke, 
executed in 1539 for upholding the Papal Supremacy.  
Having had a long time devotion to him, and the two sec-
ular priests executed with him, I have often reflected 
why I was sent there to refurbish and dedicate his 
church!                        Father Patrick 

——— + ———  

THE PLATINUM JUBILEE OF QUEEN       
ELIZABETH II 

The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales establish 
that, at all Sunday Masses on 4th/5th June, each parish 
prays for Her Majesty the Queen on her Platinum Jubi-
lee.  There should be an intention in the Prayer of the 
Faithful and a Prayer for the Queen  following the Pray-
er after Communion.  Parishes may also wish to sing the 
National Anthem.  Please have the prayer attached with 
this Newsletter’s email with you that week for our  
Masses. 

Accounts of the deaths of the Catholic Martyrs of     
England and Wales during the English Reformation note 
that they invariably prayed for the monarch before  ex-
ecution.  Whilst upholding their belief in the authority of 
Peter and his Successors in spiritual matters, they 
acknowledged the earthly authority of the sovereign, 
male or female, and asked God to bless the monarch with 
peace and prosperity.  This tradition continues. 

The Loyal Toast, for example, concludes the dinner of 
the AGM of the Secular Clergy Fund, of which I am 
Portsmouth Administrator for our sick and retired 
priests. 

The last Catholic martyr to die in England was, in fact, 

not an Englishman but the Archbishop of Armagh, Saint 
Oliver Plunkett, executed at Tyburn in 1681.  He posed no 
political threat to the English 
Government in Ireland, his only 
concern being the religious free-
dom of Irish Catholics.  He was 
not allowed the time to bring wit-
nesses from Ireland, although the 
English authority in Ireland did 
not oppose this.  The King, Charles 
II, married to the Catholic  Portu-
guese Princess Catherine of Bra-
ganza, would have pardoned him, 
but knew Protestant sentiment 
would not allow him to do so. 

The injustice of his trial and death brought an end to the 
execution of Catholics.  Charles showed no mercy to the 
instigator of his death when he fell foul of the Royal Au-
thority.  On his deathbed, Charles was brought into Full 
Communion with the Catholic Church by a priest he had 
kept with him for helping him escape to France during 
the English Civil War.                                 Father Patrick 

——— + ———  

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS AT ST MARY’S 
CHURCH, TADLEY - SUNDAY 5th JUNE 

Everyone in the Tadley community is welcome at St. 
Mary's for a day of Jubilee celebrations, supported by 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. 
 
The day begins at 10:30am with a special outdoor Jubilee 
service with activities for all ages. From Midday, we cele-
brate the national 'Big Jubilee Lunch' by sharing a picnic 
together.  At 2pm the party begins with music, cream 
teas, stalls, treasure hunts, quizzes, and crafts for all 
ages. Come for all or part of the day. Fun for all the fam-
ily and everyone is welcome!            The Rev Steve McKay 

——— + ——— 

TADLEY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PLEASE! 

CTAT Jubilee Party, St Paul's - Saturday 4 June 
We need stewards and helpers to set up from 9am-11am 
on Saturday (just turn up). 
We need helpers (kitchen, games, stewards etc) from 1-
5pm. Please let Richard Harlow know if you can 
help: richard73harlow@aol.com   

Tickets still available from Father Patrick or https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tadley-jubilee-party-tickets-
324042107667  

Treacle Fair - Sunday 5 June 11am - 5pm 
CTAT have had a stall at the Treacle Fair for many 
years, and have built a strong relationship with the Lod-
don Valley Lions (the organisers).  With the Jubilee Cele-
brations this year, we are all busy, yet we want to make a 
great impression and take the chance to talk about Jesus 
to hundreds of local people. 

We need friendly people to chat to visitors; we need 
crafts supervisors, prayers, and helpers of all sorts to 
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come and join in for an hour or more.  Can you help? Con-
tact Dina Haywood:  dinahaywood@btinternet.com 
 
CTAT Catholic Representative 
We still need: 

1.  A person to assist Mary Lee as our Catholic repre-
sentative on Churches Together Around Tadley: 

 2.  A representative from our Catholic Tadley communi-
ty for the World Day of Prayer in 2023, when Saint 
Michael’s Church is hosting the Service. 

3.  Volunteers for our Tadley Holiday Club in August. 

If you are interested, please contact Father Patrick for 
further details.  

 ——— + ———  

A NEW PASTORAL AREA COURSE  - THE 
MASS: AN INTRODUCTION 

This Year was designated by Bishop Philip as the Year of 
the Eucharist extending an open invitation to everyone in 
the Diocese to take part in spiritual renewal. A unique 
opportunity for us to rekindle our love for Jesus Christ 
really and truly present and active in the Holy Eucharist.  

Experiencing the fullness and depth of the Holy Mass 
begins with understanding not just the Mass, but of wor-
ship itself. To do so, our pastoral area will be running an 
online course via Zoom called "The Mass: An Introduc-
tion" this course will explore four fundamental questions: 
Why worship at all? Why a meal? Why does the Mass 
take the form that it does? Why does the extraordinary 
come to us in ordinary ways? 

You are all welcome to join this 4-week online course 
starting on June 13th 2022 on Mondays 7:30 - 8:30 pm. 

To watch a short trailer and register follow this link 
https://bit.ly/TheMassCourse any queries please contact 
Geoff or Gina Poulter on 01256 5411052 or email geoff-
poulter@hotmail.com   

——— + ———  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS 

Just to remind you, our First Holy Communion Mass will 

be on Sunday 12th June at Saint Michael’s Church at 

10:00am, so there will be  NO Mass at 9:00am at Tadley 

nor 11:00am at Burghfield Common on that day.  The 6pm 

Saturday evening Vigil Mass is celebrated as normal. 

Preference in seating will be given to the children’s fami-

lies and guests.  If you would like to attend the First  

Holy Communion Mass please call or email the Parish Of-

fice (not during the Jubilee Holiday) to book a seat so we 

can ensure that you are safely accommodated, especially 

if you require social distancing. 

Please remember in prayer during the next two weeks: 

Amelia, Finlay, Kelvin, Nikita, Patrick, Sarah and 

Shane as they prepare for their first Reception of The 

Body and Blood of Our Saviour.  They will be making their 

second Reconciliation (Confession) on Saturday 11th 

June, followed by a Mass practice. It has been a great 

pleasure being involved with this group of youngsters, 

who have participated particularly well during the prepa-

ration.  

Our thanks to Marion Evans for co-ordinating our prepa-

ration for 2022, ably assisted by Jenny Seaborn (Tadley) 

and Katherine Whitehouse (Burghfield Common). Marion 

has continued her role valiantly despite the recent death 

of her husband, Ken, whose Funeral will be in St Michael’s 

Church on Tuesday 31st May at 12 noon.  

——— + ——— 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT COURSE 

At Pentecost the Apostles, with Mary, received the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit, to 
remind them of all he had said. (Jn 14: 26) Today, we all 
can receive the Holy Spirit by being open to his power. 
The Life in the Spirit series of seven evenings provides 
the background for this, we pray together, we hear the 
testimony of others and we listen to each other in small 
groups.  

Pope Francis has asked parishes and diocese to run Life 
in the Spirit across the Church, because the effect of 
opening ourselves to the grace that we have received in 
Baptism will create a transformation in us.   

This 2022 series runs from Thursday 9th June for seven 
weeks on Thursday evenings.  It is online using Zoom; 
each session is 1½ hrs.  For part of the meeting there will 
be small groups of 8 people including two group lead-
ers.  The groups will be the same week by week and geo-
graphically based when possible.  Please register to re-
ceive the joining details: www.tinyurl.com/2022-LIS 
 
If you have already experienced Life in the Spirit and 
would like to help facilitate a small group or promote this 
in your parish, please get in touch with Paul or Annette 
O’Beirne pa@obeirne.org.uk. 
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